G artsdatabanken

The Norwegian Taxonomy Initiative
Announcement of grants for network
initiatives

The Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre is opening for applications to

grants for network initiatives that will strengthen expertise in biosystematics in
Norway.

Information about the call for proposals
Theme Networking activities (workshops, seminars, courses,
conferences)
Who can apply Scientific institutions, and other institutions, foundations,
enterprises and voluntary organizations
Limit Up to kr 200 000
Available funds Kr 600 000
Contact person Stine Svalheim Markussen
477 53 714
stine.markussen@artsdatabanken.no

Important dates

15th September 2025 Open for application

15th October 2025 Deadline

15th November 2025 Earliest permitted project start
15th November 2026 Latest permitted project end

Purpose
The purpose of the call is to strengthen competence building and recruitment within
biosystematics in Norway.

Economic framework
Available funds for the call are NOK 600,000. Support of up to NOK 200,000 can be
applied for per application.

About the call

Grants for network initiatives through the Norwegian Taxonomy Initiative are
announced as part of the regulated grant scheme Grants to strengthen knowledge
about and dissemination of natural diversity. The main goal of the grant scheme is to
strengthen knowledge about, and communication of, natural diversity in Norway for
the benefit of the public, management and research so that we are better equipped to
manage natural diversity in the future.
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The long-term goal of the Norwegian Taxonomy Initiative (Artsprosjektet) is to identify
all eukaryotic multicellular species in Norway (see Mandate for Artsprosjektet, only in
Norwegian). To achieve this goal, expertise in species knowledge is necessary.
Networking initiatives such as workshops, seminars, courses and conferences in
biosystematics, including taxonomy, faunistics and floristics are important arenas for
building relevant expertise. With network initiatives, the Norwegian Biodiversity
Information Centre wishes to stimulate collaboration where researchers from Norway
and abroad, students and/or amateurs can meet and exchange knowledge and
expertise about species and establish good collaborative relationships.

Who can apply?

Scientific institutions, and other institutions, foundations, enterprises and voluntary
organizations can apply for grants. The applicant must have a named administratively
responsible person who is authorized to represent the project manager to the
Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre. The administratively responsible person
must have approved the submission of the application. If funding is granted, the
applicant is legally responsible for ensuring that the network initiative is implemented
in accordance with the application and that the conditions for the grant are met.

What can you apply for support for?

The Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre can offer grants to network initiatives
that help fulfil the mandate for Artsprosijektet, with particular emphasis on
strengthening competence building and recruitment within biosystematics.

Examples of activities that may receive support:
Workshops and networking events
Seminars

Courses

Conferences.

Support is not provided for:
e Scientific publication only
¢ Network initiatives that have already received support for
workshops/courses/conferences as part of the Norwegian Taxonomy Initiative
grant to strengthen knowledge about little-known species groups in Norway.

The network initiative must be implemented no later than November 15, 2026, and
activity can begin no earlier than November 15, 2025.

You can apply for support to cover actual costs that are necessary to implement the
network initiative. The applicant must obtain information about costs from any
partners. These costs must be entered in the budget in the application form under the
cost type to which they belong.

The following costs can be covered:
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e Personnel and indirect costs
Fill in the payroll and indirect costs for the project manager and other
employees. Payroll includes salary and employer's social security
contributions for each employee. ICT and rent for partners are included under
indirect costs.

e Procurement of Research & Development services
Support for Research and Development Services from partners.

e Operating costs, including equipment
All costs that are necessary to carry out the network initiative but do not fall
under the two previous cost categories. This includes materials, travel and
accommodation, and dissemination from the network initiative.

Application procedure and requirements for application design
The application and all attachments must be written in Norwegian or English and
submitted through the Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre's electronic
application form (Only in Norwegian).

To create an application form, you must enter your email address in this link:
Creating a personal application form

You will then receive an email with a link to the application form. Then follow the
instructions given in the application form.

Applications must be completed and sent to Artsdatabanken by Wednesday,
October 15, 2025. The application reception will close at the end of the deadline.
Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.

All required attachments must be submitted with the application. Attachments
submitted after the application deadline will not be accepted.

Attachments must be attached in pdf format.

The following mandatory attachments must be attached to the application:
— Brief description of network initiative (use the provided template for
network initiative)
— Confirmation that the application has been approved by an
administrative officer
— CV of the project manager

The following attachments must be attached to the application if applicable to
the network initiative:
— Agreement on transfer of material to institution with collection
responsibility (University Museums)
— Confirmation of collaboration with NorBOL on DNA barcoding

Budget is filled directly into the electronic application form.

It is not necessary to attach CVs and confirmations from partners.


https://respons.artsdatabanken.no/servlet/com.pls.morpheus.web.pages.CoreRespondentCollectLinkEmail
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Assessment of applications
Applications that do not meet the guidelines and requirements specified in the call for
applications will be rejected on formal grounds.

Applications will be assessed according to the following criteria:

e feasibility, including professional competence, organization, collaboration and
realistic budget.

¢ relevance in accordance with the call for proposals and the mandate of the
Norwegian Taxonomy Initiative (Artsprosjektet), with particular emphasis on
competence building and recruitment within biosystematics.

Self-financed efforts will be considered positive and given weight in the assessment
of the application.

Applications will be processed by the Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre by
October 31, 2025.

A simplified application process will be carried out without external experts. Information
about which applications have been granted a grant will be published on the
Artsdatabanken website. All applicants will also receive formal feedback after the
application process is complete. Applicants whose applications are approved will be
sent a grant letter from the Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre, which explains
the terms and conditions of the grant.

Terms
Grants received for network initiatives through the Norwegian Taxonomy Initiative are

regulated by the Regulations on Grants to Strengthen Knowledge of and Disseminate
Natural Diversity.

The following conditions apply to network initiatives that are granted support:

a) Report
At the end of the project, a final report (maximum 3 pages) must be completed
that explains the implementation and results of the network initiative. The
report must include pictures of as many species as practical, as well as
activities from the network initiative. The final report must be sent to the
specified contact person in the Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre no
later than two months after the activity(ies) has been completed. Similarly, an
account must also be submitted for the entire project period. For the design
and requirements related to the account, reference is made to §12 of the
Regulations on grants to strengthen knowledge about and the dissemination
of natural diversity.

b) Transfer
The grant recipient may not transfer a grant from the Norwegian Biodiversity
Information Centre to a third party without written consent from the Norwegian
Biodiversity Information Centre. In the event of a transfer, the Norwegian
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Biodiversity Information Centre may require that the original grant recipient be
jointly and severally liable for the implementation of the project.

Deviations and changes to the project

If any deviations occur or appear to occur that affect the operation,
implementation or expected end date of the project, the Norwegian
Biodiversity Information Centre shall be notified, and corrective measures shall
be implemented. In the event of major changes/deviations, the grant recipient
shall prepare a new plan in consultation with the Norwegian Biodiversity
Information Centre. Each party may propose changes to the project based on
results or other circumstances that change the assumptions for the project.
Changes to the project must be approved in writing by the Norwegian
Biodiversity Information Centre before changes are implemented.

the Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre does not wish to pay out funds
for the implementation of identical work. If the project receives funding support
from others than the Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre, and the
support was not foreseen in the funding plan for the project, the parties shall
jointly revise the project plan. The same applies if other support significantly
changes the assumptions for the grant.

In the event of changes in laws and regulations that affect the project, the
project must be adapted to the changed conditions.

Names and taxonomy

If relevant for the network initiative, a comprehensive overview of names
showing which species have been mapped in the network initiative must be
submitted together with the final report. If new species have been found,
names of taxa that are new to Norway must be entered into the Norwegian
Biodiversity Information Centre's name reqister (Nortaxa) via established
name editors or submitted to the Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre by
further agreement.

Occurrence data on species

If relevant for the network initiative, occurrence data on all species that are
registered through the network initiative shall be made available in
Artskart/GBIF or Artsobservasjoner. The dataset should be labelled with a
project name (the datasetName column in DarwinCore) that makes it possible
to link the project to Artsprosjektet.

Open data

In line with the Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre's principles and
guidelines for open data sharing, data provided must be licensed under
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 (CC BY 4.0). The data owner is responsible
for ensuring that no other agreements are entered into that place restrictions
on the current licensing. In the case of images and films, the CC BY-SA 4.0
license may also be chosen. The data producer (person and institution) should
be given proper credit. Please note that the the Norwegian Biodiversity
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Information Centre's principles and guidelines for open data sharing are under
revision, so there may be changes before the grant letter is sent out.

dg) DNA barcoding
If relevant for the network initiative, collected material shall be made freely
available for molecular analyses through the national infrastructure Norwegian
Barcode of Life Network (NorBOL). Sequence data and metadata for DNA-
barcoded material shall be made freely available as a separate project or
dataset in Barcode of Life Data Systems (www.boldsystems.org) within 12
months of the end of the project. Collection of material for DNA barcoding shall
follow NorBOL's guidelines. Analysis costs for DNA barcoding are not included
in the application budget but will be covered by NorBOL by agreement.
Contact person: Torbjgrn Ekrem at NTNU Science Museum
(torbjorn.ekrem@ntnu.no).

h) Reference material
If new material is collected through the network initiative, a representative
sample shall be stored in the scientific collections at the university museums,
by agreement and in cooperation with the university museums. For institutions
that do not have collection responsibility, agreements shall be made for the
transfer of the material to the university museums. The material may be
temporarily stored at institutions without collection responsibility, which are
working on taxonomy of the group. When the material is no longer in active
use, it shall be transferred to the university museums (cf. §12 Regulations on
grants to strengthen knowledge about and the dissemination of natural
diversity).

For more information about submitting data to the Norwegian Biodiversity Information
Centre, see here.
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