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Norwegian Taxonomy Initiative

Call for project proposals to strengthen knowledge
of poorly known species groups in Norway

Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre (NBIC) opens the call for project
proposals to strengthen knowledge of poorly known species groups in
Norwegian territory in the Northern Hemisphere.

About the call

Purpose

Target groups
Funding scale

Funding presumed
available
Project duration

Contact for the call

- Strengthening knowledge of poorly known species
groups by identifying which species exist in Norway.

- Strengthening competence building and recruitment
within the field of biosystematics.

- Promoting DNA barcoding of Norwegian species.

Approved Norwegian institutions. See specification below.

Up to 3 500 000 Norwegian kroner (NOK).
A minimum of 5% internal financing must be included.

30 000 000 Norwegian kroner (NOK).

Up to 3 years.

Stine Svalheim Markussen

477 53 714
stine.markussen@artsdatabanken.no
Kristin Odden Nystuen

906 243 89
kristin.nystuen@artsdatabanken.no

Important dates

April 10th 2025
June 5t 2025

October 15t 2025 —
April 15t 2026
April 15t 2029

Date call is made active
Application submission deadline
Project startup period

Latest permitted project end date

About the call for proposals

The long-term goal of the Norwegian Taxonomy Initiative (NTI) is to identify all

multicellular, eukaryotic species in Norway. See NTl's mandate (only available in

Norwegian). The NTI has special emphasis on:

- Strengthening knowledge of poorly known species groups by identifying which
species exist in Norway.

- Strengthening competence building and recruitment within the field of

biosystematics.

- Promoting DNA barcoding of Norwegian species.



mailto:stine.markussen@artsdatabanken.no
mailto:kristin.nystuen@artsdatabanken.no
https://artsdatabanken.no/Files/62680/Mandat_for_Artsprosjektet
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The knowledge obtained through support from the NTI must be made available
through open data sharing. If the grant is used for the collection of reference material,
the material must be made publicly available in the scientific collections at the
university museums, according to the Forskrift om tilskudd til & styrke kunnskapen
om og formidlingen av naturmangfold (only in Norwegian).

Academic criteria

The main focus of the application is to identify which species exist in one or more
poorly known groups (taxonomic units) of eukaryotic, multicellular species in the
Norwegian territory in the Northern Hemisphere. Poorly known species groups are
species groups that have a knowledge status within taxonomy of 3 or lower as stated
in «Kunnskapsstatus for artsmangfoldet i Norge 2020» (only available in Norwegian).

NTI can grant funding to projects which include the following phases:
a) collection/sampling,
b) sorting,
c) species identification and
d) taxonomic revision (if needed) and/or publication.

Projects can be performed based on processing and identification of already
collected material (e.g., from museum collections), corresponding to phases b —d,
and/or sampling of new material (phases a — d).

Funding is not granted to:
e Project proposals that only apply for funding for taxonomic revisions and
publication (see phase d above).
e Projects focusing mainly on ecology, behaviour, genetics (metabarcoding),
population trends or detailed species distributions in limited geographical
areas.

The application must:

» describe how the project will strengthen our knowledge of poorly known
species groups in Norway.

+ describe how the project will strengthen expertise and recruitment within the
field of biosystematics, promote DNA barcoding, and disseminate knowledge
of species in Norway.
describe how the project will follow up on data deliveries required at the end of
the project (see «Artsprosjektet - Vilkar for tilskudd til & styrke kunnskapen om
lite kiente artsgrupper» (only in Norwegian)).

Who is eligible to apply?

The project manager (applicant) must be a Norwegian institution* with a named
administratively responsible person, who has the authority to represent and bind the
academic manager to the NBIC. The institutions project administrator must approve
submission of the application. If funding is granted, the project manager is legally
responsible for ensuring that the project is carried out in accordance with the
application and that the conditions for the grant are met.


https://lovdata.no/dokument/SF/forskrift/2023-11-15-1887?q=tilskudd%20til%20%C3%A5%20styrke%20kunnskapen
https://lovdata.no/dokument/SF/forskrift/2023-11-15-1887?q=tilskudd%20til%20%C3%A5%20styrke%20kunnskapen
https://artsdatabanken.no/Pages/376689/?Key=1484214905
https://www.artsdatabanken.no/Files/41806/Kunnskapsstatus_for_artsmangfoldet_2020_(pdf)
https://artsdatabanken.no/Files/63160/Vilk_r_for_tilskudd_til___styrke_kunnskapen_om_lite_kjente_artsgrupper
https://artsdatabanken.no/Files/63160/Vilk_r_for_tilskudd_til___styrke_kunnskapen_om_lite_kjente_artsgrupper
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* Automatically approved institutions:
e Universities, university colleges (hgyskoler) accredited at the institutional level
by NOKUT.
¢ Institutions covered by the government's "Strategi for helhetlig
institusjonspolitikk", including institutions covered by the "Retningslinjer for
statlig grunnfinansiering av forskningsinstitutter og forskningskonsern".

How to become an approved institution?
Institutions that are not automatically approved can apply for approval. The criteria
for applying are:
e Must be registered in the Central Coordinating Register for Legal Entities
(Enhetsregisteret) (own organization number)
e Must work with biosystematics, species mapping or similar
e Must be a robust institution of a certain size

Write a short application that demonstrates how the institution meets the criteria
above. It must include financial accounts for the last three years with an accounter's
report (revisorberetning), a company certificate from The Brgnngysund Register
Centre, and an institutional CV that shows relevant expertise in the institution. The
application must be submitted before the application deadline for the call. Rejections
must be objective and given without undue delay. Institutions that have previously
been approved do not need to apply again. Institutions that have been approved are
listed on NBIC's webpage. Institutions that no longer meet the requirements must
inform NBIC of the changes without delay.

Send applications to become an approved institution to:
postmottak@artsdatabanken.no.

Only the project manager (applicant) must be an approved Norwegian institution.

What costs can be covered?
e You can apply for up to 3 500 000 Norwegian kroner (NOK) per project.

¢ Internal financing must be included and must amount to a minimum of 5% of
the total project budget.

You can only apply for funding to cover the actual costs necessary to carry out the
project. The project manager must obtain relevant information about costs from all
project partners. These costs are to be entered in the budget under the relevant
category.

For applicants from institutions without collection responsibility, a university museum
must be contacted early in the application process to enter into an agreement for the
transfer of material from the project. Costs associated with this must be included in
the budget.

NBIC currently has a collaboration with NorBOL where we cover analysis costs for
DNA barcoding. Contact person: Torbjgrn Ekrem at NTNU University Museum
(torbjorn.ekrem@ntnu.no). These costs should therefore not be included in the


https://artsdatabanken.no/Pages/376690/?Key=154
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budget. Expenses for other molecular analyses or the use of markers that are not
covered by NorBOL must be specified and included in the budget.

The following cost categories must be used in the budget:

e Payroll and indirect expenses
Payroll and indirect costs for the project managers participation in the project,
including own internal Research and Development (R&D) personnel. R&D
personnel, as used here, refers to the project manager as well as all internal
scientific and technical staff (e.g. technician, fellow, post doc, researcher).
Payroll and indirect costs include salary and social security costs for
employees, as well as indirect costs related to R&D activities, such as rent,
administrative support functions, ICT, etc.

¢ Procurement of external R&D services
Costs associated with the procurement of external R&D services from
collaborating universities, university colleges and research institutes should be
entered here. Costs for transferring material to the institution with collection
responsibility (university museums) are entered here.

e Other operating expenses, including equipment
All costs that are necessary for the execution of the project, and which do not
fall under the cost categories above, should be entered here. This includes
costs for materials and equipment, project-related travel and accommodation,
as well as project-specific dissemination activities and costs associated with
making data from the project accessible/available to others. All costs that you
list as operating costs must be specified in the budget.

Conditions for funding
Project duration has an upper limit of three years. The project start date must be
within the period October 15t 2025 — April 15t 2026.

The NBIC's requirements relating to allocations and disbursement of funding are
regulated by Forklift om tilskudd til & styrke kunnskapen om og formidlingen av
naturmangfold (only in Norwegian). Projects awarded funding under this call must
familiarize themselves with the regulations as well as the specific terms in «Vilkar for
tilskudd til & styrke kunnskapen om lite kjente artsgrupper i Norge gjennom
Artsprosijektet» (only in Norwegian).

Application requirements

Applications must be written in English with a Norwegian project summary and must
be submitted through NBIC's online application form. Attachments must be in pdf
format. Budget can be attached in Excel format (.xIsx).

You must upload these_mandatory attachments:
e a project description (using NBIC's project template) which complements the
information given in the online application form,
e budget (using NBIC's budget template),


https://lovdata.no/dokument/SF/forskrift/2023-11-15-1887?q=tilskudd%20til%20%C3%A5%20styrke%20kunnskapen
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e confirmation that the application has been approved by the institutions project
administrator,

e CV for the project manager and key project participants/collaborating partners,

e confirmation and/or letters of intent from financially bound collaborating
partners,

e confirmation of collaboration with the Norwegian Barcode of Life (NorBOL) for
DNA barcoding. Contact person: professor Torbjgrn Ekrem:
torbjorn.ekrem@ntnu.no,

¢ confirmation of agreement with a university museum for long-term repository
of collected materials/samples (if the applicant is not a university museum).

The CV should not exceed 4 pages, and should contain relevant information about
education, work experience, other experience (project management/participation,
supervision, etc.), as well as relevant publications.

Assessment criteria
Project proposals will be evaluated according to the following criteria by an external
international expert committee:

e Quality

- The extent to which the proposed work is of high academic quality,
including the project's goals and subgoals, choice of methods and
description of the taxonomic status of the relevant species group(s) and
of the ecosystem types/habitats to be mapped.

- Plan for communication and dissemination of results to various target
groups (scientific articles, popular science dissemination,
workshops/courses, species information and identification keys to the
webpage artsdatabanken.no etc.).

- The overall academic competence of the project manager and project
participants.

¢ Implementation
- The quality and feasibility of the project's organisation and planned
activities.
- Feasible and realistic budget.
- National/international academic collaboration.

e Relevance
- Potential to strengthen and produce new knowledge of poorly known
species groups (taxonomic units), including DNA barcoding, their
ecosystem type/habitat and occurrence.
- The extent to which the proposed project will contribute to strengthen
taxonomic expertise, knowledge transfer between taxonomists and
recruitment into the field of biosystematics in Norway.

Each of these three criteria will be assessed and given a score of 1-5 points by the
expert committee. The criteria are weighted as follows: Quality 30%, Implementation
30% and Relevance 40%.


mailto:torbjorn.ekrem@ntnu.no
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Should two or more projects receive the same total score, project proposals will be
prioritised based on:

1. The knowledge status of the taxonomic group in the project proposal. Species
groups with a limited taxonomic knowledge will be prioritised over species
groups with higher taxonomic knowledge, according to "Kunnskapsstatus for
artsmangfoldet i Norge 2020" (only available in Norwegian).

2. Portfolio considerations of previous and ongoing species inventories funded
by the NTI.

Application deadline and procedure

To create an application form, you must enter your email address via this link:
Create a personal application form

Application submission deadline is Thursday, June 5%, 2025.

The application reception will be closed at the end of the deadline. Applications
received after the deadline will not be considered.

Applications that do not comply with the Application requirements specified in the call
will be rejected on formal grounds. All necessary attachments must be submitted
along with the application. Attachments sent after the deadline will not be considered.

Evaluation process

Applications under this call can be awarded grants on one of the following dates:
e September 2025
e January 2026

By the first date (September 2025), applications will have been fully processed by
NBIC and approved by the NBIC board. Applications that are not awarded grants in
September 2025 can be awarded in January 2026.

All applications are subject to a comprehensive evaluation process before decisions
regarding project funding are made. The applications will be assessed by a
committee consisting of external experts and a chairman from NBIC. The committee
will assess the applications according to the three criteria mentioned above: Quality,
Implementation and Relevance. The committee presents a proposal to the NBIC
board of which applications should receive grants.

The final formal decision on whether an application is granted funding or rejected is
made by the NBIC board. The NBIC board must ensure that all applications that
receive funding collectively comply and contribute to the objectives of the NTI.

Information regarding which projects that receive funding is published on the NBIC
webpage. The funded projects will receive a formal grant letter. The grant letter must
be signed and returned to NBIC to confirm that the terms and conditions for the grant
are accepted.


https://www.artsdatabanken.no/Files/41806/Kunnskapsstatus_for_artsmangfoldet_2020_(pdf)
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Members of the expert committee are reviewed for impartiality before they are
cleared to assess grant applications.

Financial framework
The total amount of funding presumed available for the call is NOK 30 000 000 over
the years 2025 to 2029.

For the allocation of grants for 2026 to 2029, the Norwegian Taxonomy Initiative
(NTI) reserves the right to rely on the final state budget, the allocation letter from the
Ministry of Climate and Environment and the board's decisions on the budget in the
respective years.



